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Introduction

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), as the lead agency and project sponsor, in collaboration
with the Gila River Indian Community (Community), the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), has initiated a Design Concept
Report (DCR) and an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Interstate 10/Koli Road Traffic
Interchange (TI).

The proposed I-10/Koli Road Tl would be located on I-10 between the existing Wild Horse Pass Boulevard
and State Route 347/Queen Creek Road traffic interchanges.

The Study Area for the proposed Tl extends approximately 0.5 mile east of I-10, 1.2 mile north of milepost
163.5, and 1.5 mile south of milepost 163.5. To the west, the Study Area extends farther out—from 0.5 to 1.7
mile west of I-10—to encompass the existing Maricopa Road, where the Koli Road Extension would tie into.

Title VI Accommodations

The entire outreach effort was conducted in compliance with Title VI and Environmental Justice guidelines
approved for the project in the Public Involvement Plan, on record with ADOT Community Relations.

Public Review and Comment

Beginning Oct. 1, 2024, the public was able to provide comments on the proposed I-10/Koli Road Tl
mentioned above. Throughout the public review and comment period (Oct. 1 to Nov. 8, 2024), comments
were accepted in the following ways:

 Public Meetings: Attendees had the opportunity to provide written/verbal comments at the in-person
Scoping and Alternatives Community Meeting on October 1, 2024, on the Gila River Indian Community,
and the virtual Scoping and Alternatives Public Meeting on October 8, 2024.

Study website: Online through a comment form www.azdot.gov/koliroad
Email: koliroad@azdot.gov

Phone: (855) 712-8530

Mail: |-10/Koli Road Traffic Interchange Study Office

6515 South Rural Road, Suite 107

Tempe, AZ 85283
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Community and Public Meetings

The public meetings were a significant component of the public involvement and comment process to
gather comments on the I-10/Koli Road Tl Study and to provide information about the ongoing I-10 Wild
Horse Pass Corridor Project, which is comprised of four separate projects.! The public meeting dates, times,
locations and attendance are listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Public Meeting Dates and Locations

Date Time Location Attendance

Gila River Indian Community 8

District 5 Multipurpose Building
3456 W Casa Blanca Road
Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024 5:30-7:30p.m.  Bapchule, AZ 85121

(Note: this meeting was only advertised
to residents on the Gila River Indian
Community)

Virtual Meeting held via the Zoom 50

Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024 5:30-7 p.m. Platform

'The proposed I-10/Koli Road Traffic Interchange project is located within the
I-10/ Wildhorse Pass Corridor project area.
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Community and Public Meetings Notification

Newspaper Advertisements

] , | Your input is needed! | 1-10/Koli Road Traffic Interchange
The Public Involvement (PI) team prepared and arranged for
. . . . . PUBLIC SCOPING AND
the publication of print advertisements that described the
proposed I-10/Koli Road Tl Study, provided information about T o
how to submit comments and invited the public to attend the el
meetings. \

~

Boulevard/Sundust Road and State Route 347/Queen
Creek Road traffic interchanges.

Public scoping is the first step of the National

ADOT placed an advertisement in the Gila River Indian News
promoting both the Oct. 1 Community meeting and the Oct. 8
virtual meeting. All other ads that were placed in publications
reaching the public only advertised the Oct. 8 virtual public
meeting.

YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE:

() !"-Person Public Scoping and Altemnati
for the Gila River Indian Communif
Tuesday, October 1, 2024 5:30-7:
i

Bap

This input will help ADOT, the Community, and MAG " . "
select a Preferred Alternative for this section of I-10 (2) VIR e
Altes ing:

The advertisements were placed in the following publications: =

the virtual meeting:
https://bitly/4dFOTi

« Gila River Indian News Flyer Insert — English Print (published
and distributed Sept. 19, 2024)

« Chandler Republic — English print (published Sept 25, 2024) e . [ T

« Ahwatukee Foothills News — English print (published Sept.
25,2024)

Copies of print advertisements can be found in Appendix A,
Public Meeting Notifications.

ransportation
at require a reasonable accommodation based on languag
a d ly as pos

oVl de la Ley de Derechos

les de 1964, la Ley de Estador

185571285300
el Estado tenga

Flyer and Poster Distribution

For more information: 855-712-8530 | koliroad@azdot.gov | azdot.gov/koliroad

The Pl team designed and printed 150 flyers and 25 posters

promoting both the Oct. 1 Community meeting and the Oct. 8 virtual meeting. The flyers and posters were
delivered to the Gila River Indian Community Government Office and District Offices during the week of
Sept. 9 for distribution to Community members and for display on Community bulletin boards.

Copies of the flyers/posters can be found in Appendix A, Public Meeting Notifications.

News Release and GovDelivery

Information on the proposed I-10/Koli Road Tl Study, how to provide comments and an invitation to attend
the Oct. 8 virtual public meeting was distributed by ADOT via a GovDelivery email notice and by a MAG
news release via email.

ADOT sent notifications of the virtual meeting through GovDelivery on Oct. 2 and Oct. 8.

- The Oct. 2 notification was sent to 162,013 emails
- The Oct. 8 notification was sent to 173,313 emails

The MAG news release was distributed to local media outlets on Sept. 19, and posted on the MAG website.

Copies of the news release and GovDelivery emails are included in Appendix A, Public Meeting Notifications.
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Social Media

Information about the in-person Oct. 1 Community
meeting and the Oct. 8 virtual public meeting was
shared on Gila River Indian Community Facebook
and Instagram accounts and ADOT Facebook and
X accounts.

Posts were shared on the following dates:

« Gila River Indian Community Facebook: Sept.
19, Sept. 24, Oct. 4

Gila River Indian Community Instagram: Oct. 4

« ADOT Facebook (Virtual Public Meeting Only):
Oct. 1,0ct. 7

« ADOT X (Virtual Public Meeting Only): Oct. 4,
Oct.7,0ct. 8

Information about materials shared at the
meetings and how to submit comments during
the study period was shared on ADOT Facebook
and X accounts. Posts were shared on the
following dates:

« ADOT Facebook: Oct. 15, Nov. 5
« ADOT X: Nov. 4

Arizona Department of Transportation &
®% October7-&
Please join us for a virtual public meeting on Tuesdsy, Oct. 8 2024, to leam sbout and share
comments on the proposed Interstate 10 traffic interchange at approximately Koli Road betwesn
Wild Horse Pass Boulevard and Queen Creek Road/5R 347,

The meeting will start at 530 p.m. and will indude a formal presentation. Participants will also
have an opportunity to ask questions of the ADROT study team and offer comments.

Attend the virtual meeting at https.//bit.ly/4dFOTSL

o s o w6 v |- P T Bt cheste LTvacy s, Thes Lt o
I o L PP

a s oy ssen
« Selick gt on pobestisl 1ty sres kngrovsmet slismative

Thon it sl sl STOCHT, e Crramanity, el MV b Prsbenred Wbeemtive Fa i
Section o |-10nd Ko Aok

YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE

EE

Thmrimrswsll s, arltafion sad ot be actons requinnd by apsable fedel
ol hew for Hue pramct ars batng or kv been carried by ikT] pusial

e 2V 127 and s Memormturn of g e 3 620 and rmuind by
PR et AT

Lirscomain |y vt b st g requert b s it by skt
1 T rl M I T ot Bt £l o b e
el 0 70 00 e A e st S R b T

Gila River Indian Community posted information about the meetings and the flyer on the Community’s

website.

Copies of the social media posts can be found in Appendix A, Public Meeting Notifications.

Digital Media

Gila River Indian Community posted information about the meetings and the flyer on the Community’s

website.

All information regarding the proposed I-10/Koli Road Tl Study was posted online through the ADOT
website at www.azdot.gov/koliroad, including public meeting materials; information about the date, time
and location of the Oct. 8 virtual public meeting; and information about the alternatives and how to provide

feedback during the comment period.

All materials shown at the public meetings were posted on the website in English and Spanish and are listed

below:

« Virtual Meeting Presentation Video
« Virtual Meeting Presentation Slides
« Fact Sheet

« Display Boards

Copies of the public meeting materials are included in Appendix B, Public Meeting Materials.
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Community and Public Meetings Format

In-Person Community Meeting Format

The in-person Community meeting was held on Oct. 1, 2024, at the Gila River Indian Community District

5 Multipurpose Building. The purpose of the Community meeting was to provide an overview of I-10/

Koli Road Tl need, purpose and alternatives, and accept public comments. In addition, an update was
provided regarding the I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor projects. The in-person meeting was advertised to the
Community through various methods described in the previous section. The meeting was held from 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. in the gym and followed the format in Table 2.

Table 2. In-Person Community Meeting Agenda

5:30 - 6:00 p.m. Doors Open/Open House
6:00 — 6:45 p.m. Formal Presentation
6:45 - 7:30 p.m. Question & Answer Session/Open House
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Directional signs were placed at the facility
entrance on Casa Blanca Road, and in the
parking lot to direct Community members to
the building and gym.

A welcome table was available for Purpose of Today’s Meeting
Community meeting attendees, which , ::’f::’;‘:::e“”apmvidesthegpmnummum e 1
. . u“ty- u
provided the following:
This meeting will:
.
. Slgn in at the dOOf (optional and not Present the I-IUIKuhRoadTraHn:1ntmhingeslud?.ﬂsnb:echm‘andsdm\t.

¢ Obtain your feedback on opportunities, issues, and concerns,

required for attendance)
+ 1-10/Koli Road Tl Study Fact Sheet in

English and Spanish

. . This input will help ADOT, the Community, and Marvtﬂoam'ﬂ‘“::’“m \

- I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor Fact Sheet | celectaPreferred Atermatve for thiseton of 0 s ek

in English and Spanish '
« Instructions on how to provide

comments

*  Solicit your input on the alternatives.

We don’t want to overlook anything.

+ Optional self-identification cards and website link for people to fill out
« Title VI signs and brochures

The Community meeting was a combination of a formal presentation and an open house. It was held in the
gym with all materials and boards in one large room.

As attendees entered the gym they were greeted near the entrance at the welcome table. They were given
the option to sign in and complete the voluntary self-identification survey. The I-10/Koli Road Tl Study fact
sheet and the I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor fact sheet were available. The I-10/Koli Road Tl Study fact sheet
included information about how to submit comments for the study.

Attendees were encouraged to view display boards placed along the west wall of the gym. Study team
members were available to answer questions one-on-one.

The Community meeting and formal presentation was moderated by Joanna Bradley, ADOT Assistant
Communications Director/Major Projects, and Marcy McMacken, ADOT Community Outreach Project
Manager/Public Information Officer. Trent Kelso, ADOT I-10 Corridor Manager provided and overview of

the I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor Projects. Carmelo Acevedo, P.E, J.D., ADOT Major Projects and Alternative
Delivery, provided information about the I-10/Koli Road Tl Study, the purpose and need, and the alternatives.

During the formal presentation, attendees viewed a PowerPoint presentation that expanded on the
information available on the fact sheets and project boards. Following the formal presentation, participants
were able to ask questions during the Question-and-Answer portion of the meeting.

Comment forms were available so that attendees could submit written comments.

Spanish and O’'odham interpreters were provided at the Community meeting.
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Virtual Public Meeting Format

The virtual public meeting was held on Oct. 8, 2024, via the Zoom platform. The purpose of the virtual
meeting was to provide an overview of I-10/Koli Road Tl need, purpose and alternatives, and to accept
public comments. In addition, an update was provided regarding the I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor Projects.
The virtual meeting was advertised to the public through various methods described in the previous
section. The meeting was held from 5:30 - 7 p.m. and followed the format in Table 3.

Table 3. Virtual Public Meeting Agenda

5:30-6:15 p.m. Formal Presentation

6:15-7:00 p.m. Question & Answer Session

The following materials were available on the I-10/Koli Road Tl Study Website for review:

+ 1-10/Koli Road Tl Study Fact Sheet in English and Spanish
+ |-10/Koli Road Tl Study Display Boards in English and Spanish

As attendees logged onto the virtual meeting, they saw the link to the voluntary ADOT self-identification
survey in English and Spanish.

The virtual meeting and formal presentation was moderated by Joanna Bradley, ADOT Assistant
Communications Director/Major Projects. Trent Kelso, ADOT I-10 Corridor Manager provided and overview
of the I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor Projects. Carmelo Acevedo, PE, J.D., ADOT Major Projects and Alternative
Delivery, provided information about the I-10/Koli Road Tl Study, the purpose and need, and the alternatives.

The presentation began with information in English and Spanish about how to ask questions and provide
comments during the meeting, how to access the Spanish translation channel for the presentation, and how
to view the materials posted on the study website.

During the formal virtual presentation, attendees viewed a PowerPoint presentation that expanded on the
information available on the fact sheets and display boards. Following the formal presentation, participants
were able to ask questions during the Question-and-Answer portion of the meeting by raising their

virtual hands or submitting the question using the platform’s Q&A chat feature. At the end of the formal
presentation, participants were directed to the I-10/Koli Rd Tl Study website for more information and to
submit questions during the comment period.

ARIZDNA 9

— DEPARTMENT OF —
TRANSPORTATION



Community and Public Meetings Materials

A variety of materials were made available at the Community meeting and on the I-10/Koli Road Tl Study
website.

These materials include:

« Comment forms (English and Spanish)

- Title VI/Civil Rights information and self-identification cards (English and Spanish)
I-10/Koli Road Tl Study Fact Sheet (English and Spanish)

+ I-10 Wild Horse Pass Corridor Project Fact Sheet (English and Spanish)

« Display boards (English with Spanish translation available)

Display Boards

Display boards at the Community meeting and
virtual public meeting were titled as follows:

+ Welcome

« ADOT’s Nondiscrimination Notice to the Public

+ Provide Your Comments

« Study Area Map

+ Study Schedule and Funding

+ No Build Alternative

« Alternative A: Diamond Interchange

+ Alternative B: Diverging Diamond Interchange

« Alternative A and Alternative B Comparison Graphic
« What is NEPA?

+ Purpose and Need (two boards)

« Alternatives Evaluation Matrix Summary Engineering
« Alternatives Evaluation Matrix Summary Cost and Right of Way

« Alternatives Evaluation Matrix Summary Environmental

« Alternatives to connect with proposed I-10/Koli Road Traffic Interchange

A copy of the display boards can be found in Appendix B, Public Meeting Materials.
Fact Sheet

An 1-10/Koli Road Tl Study Fact Sheet was created that provided an overview of the study area and informa-
tion about how to submit a comment. The fact sheet was in English and Spanish and was given to Commu-
nity meeting attendees and posted on the study website.

A copy of the fact sheet is included in Appendix B, Public Meeting Materials.

Formal Presentation

A formal presentation was given to attendees at both public meetings, followed by an open Question and
Answer session. The presentation can be found in Appendix B, Public Meeting Materials.
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Public Comments and Responses

All comments received during the formal comment period were reviewed for the specific issues or
recommendations raised by commenters.

« A total of 129 comments were received by Nov. 8, 2024, the last day of the comment period, through the
following methods:

« Eleven (11) comments were received through email
+ One hundred and fifteen (115) comments were submitted through the online comment form
« Three (3) written comments were received at the in-person and virtual meetings

Some of the common themes for each question of the comment form are listed below:
« Proximity to Wild Horse Pass Blvd Tl and Queen Creek Road/SR 347 TI

—Concerns about need for three Tl close together
—Concerns about traffic flow through the area

+ Improvements to SR 347 between I-10 and Maricopa

—Concerns that I-10/Koli Road Tl will have no impact or negative impact on SR 347 safety and capacity
—Concerns that funding for I-10 Koli/Road Tl will take funding from SR 347 improvements

« Firebird Motorsports Park

—Concerns that the I-10/Koli Road Tl will impact the facility and its future

- Traffic Interchange Alternative Preference

—No consensus on a preferred alternative

The public comments and responses are included in Appendix C, Public Comments.
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https://azdot.gov/sites/default/files/media/2022/02/2021-roadway-design-guidelines-feb-2022-revised.pdf
https://azdot.gov/sites/default/files/media/2022/02/2021-roadway-design-guidelines-feb-2022-revised.pdf
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